
 
Myerstown Borough Council – Regular Meeting 

 Tuesday, November 13, 2018, 6:30 p.m. 

A regular meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council was held on Tuesday, November 13, 2018 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Council Room at the Myerstown Community Center, the President being in the chair and 
the Secretary being present. 

Present were: President Bryan L. Rittle, Vice President Michael D. Behm, President Pro Tem Park W. 
Haverstick, II, Councilmembers Eric L. Powell, Jeffrey L. Thomas, Ronald L. Ream, and Dana Reich, 
Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Solicitor Amy Leonard, Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig, Manager Michael 
R. McKenna, Treasurer Lee C. Smith, and Code Enforcement Officer John Neely. 

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to dispense with the reading of and 
approve the minutes of the previous month’s meetings held on October 9, 2018.  Motion carried.  Bryan 
L. Rittle, Eric L. Powell, and Park W. Haverstick, II abstained from voting because they were not in 
attendance at that meeting.  All three provided letters of abstention for the record. 

Dana Reich requested an addition to the minutes of the Public Safety & Planning Committee meeting 
held on October 24, 2018.  Eric L. Powell moved and Park W. Haverstick seconded to approve the 
minutes of the following committee meetings held on October 24, 2018 as amended: 

i. Finance & Administration Committee 
ii. Public Safety & Planning Committee 

iii. Public Works & Utilities Committee 
iv. Parks & Recreation Committee 
v. Full Council Review of Committee Meetings   

Motion carried. 

The Chair opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. 

Dennis Kilhefner expressed concern about the Speedwell property on Carpenter Street that there was 
a junked vehicle and old tires on the property.  The Code Officer said he would investigate.  Bryan L. 
Rittle informed Mr. Kilhefner that he should contact the office immediately to report such things. 

Cathy Dunkelberger expressed concern about the Pennsylvania Dog Leash Law.  She said last 
Wednesday she was walking her dog and she came across a savage dog attack where a pit bull attacked 
an older dog.  She said she does not feel safe that the dogs who have only a shock collar might attack 
her and her dog.  She thinks the law should be enforced.  The Borough Manager informed Ms. 
Dunkelberger that this issue is under the jurisdiction of the Pennsylvania Bureau of Dog Law 
Enforcement and that the Borough does not have the authority to enforce that Law without a police 
force.  The Manager continued to explain that attacks must be reported through a formal complaint 
process in order for action to be taken against the dog, and that it can be designated by the State as a 
“Dangerous Dog” where it will be required to stay inside the home.  He mentioned that a link to report 
a dog to the Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement was on the Borough website.  He gave Ms. Dunkelberger 
the phone number to the Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement. 

Steve Hansen of 2 E Main Ave asked what Ordinance 848 was.  It was explained that the Ordinance 
was a parking time restriction in front of Main Street Jewelers for two hours between 8am and 5pm on 
Mondays through Friday, and it was just the two spots in front of their store.  Mr. Hansen then 
inquired about parking for his tenants at that building and asked if he could get permitted parking for 
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his tenants.  He mentioned that the previous manager talked about providing public parking at the 
former elementary school for the employees of his restaurant.  The Borough Manager explained that 
the Phase II renovations of the former elementary school will likely be completed by June of next year 
and that will include a parking lot.  The Borough is waiting on a full report from the engineering firm.  
Councilmember Eric L. Powell said that Council would be happy to work with Mr. Hansen but he 
thought he said in a previous meeting that parking wasn’t a problem.  Mr. Hansen explained that there 
won’t be a problem for the restaurant but that the issue is regarding his residential tenants who have 
to park overnight.  Mr. Hansen gave a brief update on his quest to get an economic development liquor 
license.  Bryan L. Rittle said that Council would refer the parking issue to the Public Safety committee 
to work with Mr. Hansen on a solution to the problem. 

Mayor Ebling introduced Sergeant Leslie Barr, Station Commander at the Pennsylvania State Police 
(PSP) Jonestown barracks.  Sergeant Barr gave a report on crime that has increased in the Borough over 
the past year, specifically burglary, domestic issues, and firearms act violations, and crime that has 
decreased, including criminal mischief.  Bryan L. Rittle mentioned that the increase in firearms act 
violations could be from the opening of Enck’s Gun Barn.  Councilmember Haverstick asked about the 
opioid epidemic and what the PSP does related to that issue.  Sergeant Barr talked about how the PSP 
responds to overdose events.  Councilmember Reich asked why overdose victims can’t be taken to jail.  
Sergeant Barr explained that in many cases a crime hasn’t been committed.  Bryan L. Rittle asked how 
the station is doing on staffing.  Sergeant Barr explained that staffing is limited.  She said that on the 
night shift, there is only one car out for all of Lebanon County.  She agrees that there should be another 
car but they do not have the staff.  Councilmember Haverstick explained the Borough’s efforts in trying 
to improve safety in the Borough and that Council is looking at options to increase police presence.  

The following reports were presented to Council and placed on file: Mayor’s Report, Code Enforcement 
Officer’s Report, Assistant Manager’s Report, Solicitor’s Report and Manager’s Report. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to accept the Treasurer’s Report as 
submitted and have it on file for audit.  Motion carried. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Dana Reich seconded to pay the bills as submitted.  Motion carried. 

Dana Reich moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to approve the Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Myerstown-ELCO Rotary Club for the Myerstown Fish Dam Fountain and Aeration Project.  
Motion carried. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to approve the Request for Proposals (RFP) for 
professional consulting services to develop a capital improvement plan document.  Motion carried. 

Eric L. Powell moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve the Request for Proposals (RFP) for 
professional consulting services for GIS database development and related services.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to approve the request to use the 
Myerstown Community Center gym by Michele Grumbine for indoor tennis practice.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to approve the request to use the 
Myerstown Community Center gym by Alanna Hildebrand representing the volleyball club of Lebanon 
Valley College sponsored by the Amateur Athletic Union for $25 per use.  Motion carried. 

Council entertained a request to reimburse Jennifer Moyer for damage made to her tire on 9/11/18 
caused by road conditions during construction in the amount of $145.99.  It was determined that 
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because the project was managed by the Redevelopment Authority of Lebanon County, that the issue 
would fall under their jurisdiction and the Borough is not responsible. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to approve the proposed 2019 Operating and 
Reserve Wastewater Budgets and authorize the advertisement for inspection.  Motion carried 

Eric L. Powell moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve the proposed 2019 Operating and 
Reserve General Fund Budgets and authorize the advertisement for inspection.  Motion carried. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to approve the 2019 proposed Special Funds 
Budgets and authorize the advertisement for inspection. (Municipal Bldg. Capital Construction, 
Unemployment, Liquid Fuels, Street Light and Swimming Pool)  Motion carried. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve the Ordinance 848 – Amendment to the 
parking ordinance.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to approve the Solicitor to draft and 
advertise Ordinance 849 for the setting of the Tax rate and Street Light Tax for 2019.  Motion carried. 

Eric L. Powell moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to reject the proposed contract from the 
Humane Society of Lebanon County and in lieu of their proposal send a donation of $200 in 2019.  
Motion carried. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Dana Reich seconded to re-appoint Barry A. Ludwig as the Borough’s 
representative to the Greater Lebanon Refuse Authority for a five-year term beginning January 1, 2019 
and ending December 31, 2023.  Motion carried. 

Council recessed the regular meeting and entered Executive Session at 8:25 p.m. to discuss legal 
matters and the potential purchase of real estate. 

Council returned from Executive Session at 9:16 p.m. reconvening the regular session. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to instruct the Borough Manager to have an 
inspection of 15 W Carpenter Ave and to attend the Lebanon County Judicial Sale in December and bid 
on 15 W Carpenter Ave in an amount not to exceed $20,000.  Motion carried. 

Eric L. Powell moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve the proposed wages for 2019 for 
Borough staff as recommended by the Administration & Finance committee and held on file at 
Borough Offices.  Motion carried. 

The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the borough.   

Park W. Haverstick, II informed the Borough and made an announcement to the public that there are 
two nonpartisan websites, vote411.com and votesmart.com, that are very educational and a great way 
to get informed on nominees for elected office. 

Dana Reich moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:22 p.m. 
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       Respectfully Submitted,  

 

                                                                       
 Michael R. McKenna, MPA 

        Borough Manager/Secretary             

 


